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Choral and Vocal
MOSTLY MOTETS SINGS AT VESPERS 
by Joanna Young 
Sunday, January 25, 2009 

Mostly Motets, a North Bay a 
capella vocal ensemble, 
presented a Vespers concert 
January 25 in Petaluma’s First 
Presbyterian Church. Director 
Steve Moore conducted the 
well-rehearsed ensemble, 
consisting of twelve singers, in 
sacred works by Byrd, Dufay, 
Josquin, Tallis and Victoria – 
all leading c... 

Symphony
WELL WITHIN THE BOX 
by Steve Osborn 
Saturday, January 24, 2009 

Before the Santa Rosa 
Symphony began its concert 
Saturday, the public-address 
announcer said there would be 
a short presentation on behalf 
of the Youth Orchestra. A tall, 
red-headed young woman 
then rose from the 
concertmaster’s chair and 
offered an exquisite reading of 
a brief, unidentified Romanti... 

MTA RECITAL IS FAR FROM PARIS 
by Terry McNeill 
Sunday, January 18, 2009 

Sonoma County has a long 
and cordial history of music in 
private homes, the most 
prominent examples being the 
many events in Corrick and 
Norma Brown’s living room, 
and the monthly jazz concerts 
in Ernie Shelton’s Sebastopol 
home. Now the local chapter 
of the Music Teacher’s 
Association of California... 

Symphony
THE DANCE CONTINUES IN MARIN 
by Donna Kline 
Sunday, January 18, 2009 

SYMPHONY REVIEW
Marin Symphony / Sunday, January 18, 2009 
Alasdair Neale 

THE DANCE CONTINUES IN MARIN
by Donna Kline 
Sunday, January 18, 2009

The Marin Symphony, in keeping with the season’s theme of the dance, performed two big Bartok and Prokofiev 
Suites Jan. 18 at the Marin Center, masterfully conducted by Alasdair Neale.  
 
The initial audience interest rested with these provocative works, but the concert’s spotlight finally rested on David 
Requiro, cello soloist in Tchaikovsky’s “Variations on a Rococo Theme”, Op. 33. Despite being a youthful 23, Requiro is 
clearly a mature performer. An Oakland native and Naumberg Competition winner, Requiro gave an effortless 
performance, drawing in listeners with precise intonation, suave phrasing, technical mastery and a tone that carried to 
the reaches of the large hall, albeit with amplification for the soloist. There was rapt audience attention and 
impeccable balance in the orchestral accompaniment.  
 
The extraordinary and convincing Requiro performance framed the Bartok Suite from the “Miraculous Mandarin”, an 
edgy, brash and dissonant work that Bartok composed in 1918. Calling the piece a “grotesque pantomime”, the great 
Hungarian chose to depict a tale of urban depravity meeting with supernatural lust. Usually performed as a Suite 
rather than a full ballet, Neale preceded the performance with pragmatic explanatory comments. The instrumental 
execution was excellent with the woodwind and brass sections playing elegantly.  
 
Prokofiev’s Suite No. 1, Op. 64a, from “Romeo and Juliet,” is one of the Russian’s most famous compositions, and 
Neale selected mostly music from the second act of the Ballet. Seven different dances, written in 1935-1936, were 
performed with the charming addition of two excellent dancers from San Francisco’s Smuin Ballet Troupe. Erin 
Yarborough-Stewart and Aaron Thayer reflected in their athletic grace the shimmering orchestra, with Neale attentive 
throughout. The last dance, “Death of Tybalt”, was powerfully presented and generated a climatic ending.  
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The 
Marin 

Symphony, in keeping with the season’s theme of the 
dance, performed two big Bartok and Prokofiev Suites 
Jan. 18 at the Marin Center, masterfully conducted by 
Alasdair Neale. The initial audience interest rested 
with these provocative works, but the concert’s 
spotlight finally rested on... 

Chamber
TWO STEPS FORWARD, ONE STEP BACK 
by Steve Osborn 
Saturday, January 17, 2009 

Every string quartet has to 
start somewhere. For the 
Afiara String Quartet, that 
somewhere includes the 
Occidental Community Church, 
where they performed on Jan. 
17. The Afiara is quite young 

and relatively new, having formed at the San 
Francisco Conservatory in 2006. Blessed with 
impeccable academ... 

BACH'S MASS A BRILLIANT SUCCESS 
IN BELVEDERE 
by Joanna Young 
Friday, January 16, 2009 

American Bach Soloists, based 
in Belvedere, performed J.S. 
Bach’s Mass in B Minor 
January 16 to a full house in 
St. Stephen’s Church. Known 
for its colossal dimensions and 
encyclopedic stylistic variety, 

the great Mass intersperses compelling choral sections 
with vocal solos highlighted by beautifu... 

Chamber
AN AFTERNOON OF DELIGHT 
by Dan Solter 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 

On Sunday afternoon, Jan. 11, 
chamber-music lovers had the 
pure pleasure of hearing the 
Weiss-Kaplan-Newman piano 
trio perform at Newman 
Auditorium as part of the 
Santa Rosa Junior College 
Chamber Concerts series. The 
varied program was followed 
by a question-and-answer 

The Marin Symphony is continuing to play music in an energetically “moving” dance season, tackling difficult works 
and succeeding brilliantly.  
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